Swelling on the head--a forgotten lesson: a case report of an intradiploic epidermal cyst with an iatrogenic complication.
Swellings on the head are common, but all require appropriate investigation and caution must be exercised during surgical intervention. We report a patient in whom an attempt at biopsy of a swelling in the scalp was made without any radiological imaging and led to an intracranial complication that caused a neurological deficit. The lesion was an intradiploic epidermal cyst. Though appropriate precautions are usually taken, lessons previously learnt are sometimes forgotten. We would therefore like to remind readers that swellings of the scalp that seem to be attached to the skull on clinical examination should be investigated by radiographs and preferably by computed tomography before surgical intervention because of the possibility of intracranial extension.